Site Number: |18AN65

Phase Il and Phase Il Archeological Database and Inventory
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T R U S T Description:

Site Name: |Ruf; Beck Northeast Prehistoric
Other name(s) |Se|lman Farm; Thompson Farm Historic [ ]
[Middle Woodland shell midden, stratified Late Archaic - Early Woodland short-term camps Unknown []

Site Location and Environmental Data:

38.9443 Longitude -76.6893
Elevation 6m Siteslope |0

Latitude

Site setting

-Site Setting restricted

-Lat/Long accurate to within 1 sqg. mile, user may
need to make slight adjustments in mapping to

Maryland Archeological Research Unit No. |8

SCS soil & sediment code |25) GAB

Physiographic province |Western Shore Coastal

Terrestrial site Underwater site []

account for sites near state/county lines or streams

Ethnobotany profile available [ ] Maritime site[ ] Nearest Surface Water
Topography Ownership Name (if any) |Unnamed tributary of Patux
Floodplain [] High terrace Private [] | Saltwater Freshwater
Hilltop/bluff [ ] Rockshelter/ Federal [] Ocean [] Stream/river
) cave

Interior flat [ ] Hillslone State of MD [ | | Estuaryrtidal river [] Swamp []
Upland flat [] P ] Regional/ .

_ Unknown 1 | countyrcity Tidewater/marsh [] Lake or pond ]
Ridgetop []

Other Unknown Sprin

Terrace [] L] L pring u
Low terrace [ ] Minimum distance to water is | Om

Temporal & Ethnic Contextual Data:
Paleoindian site I_ Woodland site I_

I_ MD Adena I_
|_ Early woodland |Y_

Mlddle archaic I_ Mid. woodland IY_

Archaic site

Early archaic

Contact period site

ca. 1630 - 1675
ca. 1675 - 1720
ca. 1720 - 1780
ca. 1780 - 1820

—
—
—
—
—

ca. 1820 - 1860

Ethnic Associations (historic only)

ca. 1860 - 1900
ca. 1900 - 1930
Post 1930

RN

Native American | Asian American
African American |
Anglo-American | Other

Unknown

—
—
—

Hispanic |
Late archaic |Y Late woodland | Unknown historic context |
Unknown prehistoric context | Unknown context Y=Confirmed, P=Possible
Site Function Contextual Data: Historic ‘ Furnace/forge Military [] Post-in-ground ]
Urban/Rural? Other Dl Battlefield [] Frame-built ]
Prehistoric Domestic L] Transportation u Fortification [] Masonry []
Multi-component [y  Misc. ceremonial [ ] Homestead L] Canal-related O Encampment [] Other structure []
; Farmstead
Village [] Rockart [] [ Road/railroad [] Townsite [] Slave related []
; Mansion
Hamlet [v]  Shell midden blantation = Wharf/landing [ ] Religious [] Non-domestic agri [ ]
Base camp [[] STUl/lithic scatter [ ] [] Maritime-related H Church/mtg house [ ] _
. Row/townhome ] Recreational []
Rockshelter/cave [ ]  Quarry/extraction [ ] Bridge 1 ch support bldg 0
Earthenmound [ ]  Fish weir [ Cellar [] Ford M Midden/dump []
. ) Pri Burial area [] .
Cairn [] Productionarea [ | vy L] . Artifact scatter []
Educational [] Cemetery O
Burial area [] Unknown [] Industrial [] _ Spring or well H
. Commercial [] Sepulchre ]
Other context ] Mining-related ]
Trading post [] Isolated burial ] Unknown L]
Quarry-related ]
Mill [ Ii Store (] Bidg or foundation [] Other context L]
Tavern/inn ] H

Black/metalsmith

[

Possible Structure

Interpretive Sampling Data:

Prehistoric context samples

Flotation samples taken |N

Soil samples taken

Other samples taken

N

and seeds

carbonized nuts

Historic context samples

Flotation samples taken |

Soil samples taken

—

Other samples taken |
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T R U S T Description:

Site Number: |18AN65

Phase Il and Phase Il Archeological Database and Inventory

Site Name:

|Ruf; Beck Northeast

Prehistoric

Other name(s) |Se|lman Farm; Thompson Farm

Historic ]

[Middle Woodland shell midden, stratified Late Archaic - Early Woodland short-term camps

Unknown [ ]

Diagnostic Artifact Data:

Projectile Point Types

Clovis
Hardaway-Dalton
Palmer

Kirk (notch)

Kirk (stem)

Le Croy

Morrow Mntn
Guilford

Brewerton

AT

Otter Creek

Prehistoric Sherd Types Shepard I_ Keyser l_
Koens-Crispin I_ Marcey Creek | Popes Creek | Townsend | Yeocomico |
Perkiomen I_ Dames Qtr | Coulbourn | Minguannan | Monongahela |
Susquehana I_ Selden Island | Watson | Sullivan Cove | Susquehannockl
Vernon I_l Accokeek | 4 Mockley | 341 Shenks Ferry |
Piscataway I_l Wolfe Neck | Clemson Island| Moyaone |
Calvert I_l Vinette | Page | Potomac Cr |
Selby Bay | 3 [ [Historic Sherd Types  ronstone [ Staffordshie | Stoneware
Earth English Brown
Jacks Rf (notch) | :Srtb ernware —  Jackield | Tin Glazed | glish Brown |
I_ ury Eng Dry-bodie |
n Mottle iteware
Jacks Rf (pent) Borderware Mn Mottled Whi 9 y
; Nottingham
Madison/Potomac | North Devon I_ Porcelain I_ 9 |
L Buckley Rhenish I—
evanna | Pearlware I_
Creamware Wt Salt-glazed |

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Other Artifact & Feature Types: Prehistoric Features Lithic Material | Fer quartzite ] Silsandstone[ |
Prehistoric Artifacts Other fired clay | Mound(s) | Storageltrash pit Jasper Chalcedony [ ] European flint[ ]
Flaked stone | 3007  Human remain(s) [ 1] Midden [] Burial(s) [ ]]] Chert [] Ironstone [ ] Basalt ]
Ground stone | 2 Modified faunal | Shell midden Ossuary [ ]| Rhyolite Argilite Unknown []
Stone bowls | Unmod faunal 272 Postholes/molds [ ] Unknown [ ]]] Quartz Steatite Other
Fire-cracked rock | 3398  Qyster shell House pattern(s)[ ] Other Quartzite Sandstone [ ] [hematite
Other lithics (all) | 4 Floral material Palisade(s) [] |fcr cluster Dated features present at site
Ceramics (all) | 566  Uncommon Obj. | Hearth(s) |Intact Selby Bay midden
Rimsherds | Other [ ] Lithic reduc area []
Historic Artifacts Historic Features
1stor ! Tobacco related | stort . Privy/outhouse [ ] Depression/mound[ ]  Unknown ]
Pottery (all | Activity item(s | Const feature
y @ y ©) [ Well/cistern [] Burial(s) [] Other []
Glass (all) | Human remain(s) 11l Foundation H
. . Trash pit/dump [ ] Railroad bed []
Architectural | Faunal material ]
Cellar hole/cellar [] .
Furniture | Misc. kitchen | Sheet midden []  Earthworks L]
. Hearth/chimney [ ] . .
Arms | Floral material [] Planting feature [ ] Mill raceway []
; ; Postholes/molds
Clothing | Misc. | [ Road/walkway [ ]  Wheel pit ]

Personal items |

Other ]

Paling ditch/fence [ ]

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: | 2400 +/- | 150 years BP  Reliability Sample 2: | +- years BP  Reliability Sample 3: | +/- years BP  Reliability

M-1607: oak charcoal collected from

[Low

the Selby Bay midden excavated by
Mayr in the 1930s-40s, stored for two

decades before dated

Sample 4: +/—| years BP  Reliability Sample 5: | +/- years BP  Reliability Sample 6: | +/- years BP  Reliability
Sample 7: +/-| years BP  Reliability Sample 8: | +l- years BP  Reliability Sample 9: | +/- years BP  Reliability

[ ] Additional radiocarbon results available




ICAL Site Number: |18AN65 Site Name: |Ruf; Beck Northeast Prehistoric
Other name(s) |Se|lman Farm; Thompson Farm Historic [ ]
[Middle Woodland shell midden, stratified Late Archaic - Early Woodland short-term camps Unknown []
External Samples/Data: Collection curated at |MAC (1973.002.001, 1992.074.001, 1994.046.001)

[ ] Additional raw data may be available online

Summary Description:

The Ruf Site, also known as the Beck Northeast Site (18AN65), is a series of stratified Late Archaic through Early Woodland short-term camps, including a
Middle Woodland shell midden near Davidsonville in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. The site is situated on a sand and gravel terrace on the north side of an
intermittent tributary to the Patuxent River. Most of the surrounding landscape is gently rolling with numerous small stream valleys dissecting it. At the time of
the site’s discovery, and through much of its documented history, it has been in cultivation. Prior to the historic development of the area, the local fauna would
have been characteristic of the eastern deciduous forest. Mammalian species represented included larger animals such as bear, wolf, and white-tailed deer.
Smaller mammals like raccoon, opossum, squirrel, rabbit, fox, and bobcat were also abundant in the area. Wild turkey, quail, and numerous waterfowl would
also have been present in the area. Major species of fish would have been shad, alewife, blueback, eel, catfish, and perch. Soils at the site are Galestown
loamy sands and Matapeake silt loams.

The site was first discovered by local amateur archeologist Thomas Mayr in the late 1930s. Mayr surface collected in plowed portions of the site, and also
noted midden deposits in the soil layers exposed during some tree clearance activities. In 1939 and 1940 Mayr excavated a portion of one of the two midden
areas that he noted as being present. He estimated that the site was originally roughly 244 X 61 m (800 X 200 ft) in extent, but had been reduced to just these
two small midden areas through plowing and erosion. The midden remnant excavated by Mayr was roughly 28 square meters in area.

Mayr encountered an Al plow-disturbed deposit atop a B zone during which a major occupation occurred. All of this was situated atop sandy subsoil.
Approximately, 29.8 m2 (320 ft2) of the midden was troweled for features, and 5.1 m3 (180 ft3) of midden were screened. Subsequent excavation of the site
in 1957 would find that the other reported midden remnant had been destroyed by deep plowing and tree removals. Mayr did not inventory his assemblage
from the site, but did report recovering large lanceolate blades of rhyolite, argillite, and jasper (Selby Bay points), trianguloid and narrow bladed wide-stemmed
projectile points, crude shell-tempered wares with various simple surface treatments, a % grooved axe, and an elliptical gorget.

An inventory of Mayr’s collection from the Ruf site made in 1964 cataloged 56 shell-tempered cord-marked vessels, 150 shell-tempered net-impressed
sherds, 2 shell-tempered fabric-impressed sherds, 13 other shell-tempered sherds, 26 deer bones, 1 turtle bone, 1 snake bone, 120 mammal bones, and 2
reptile bones. In addition an oak charcoal sample from the midden was retained by Mayr, which was submitted for radiocarbon dating to the University of
Michigan. The sample produced a date of 2400 + 150 radiocarbon years before present. When calibrated, this corresponds to a calendrical date range (2
sigma) of 833-154 BC.

In the fall of 1981, the Maryland Historical Trust conducted salvage excavations at 18AN65. Gravel removal operations on the property had destroyed much of
the site in the intervening years, including most of the site as it was defined by Mayr (principally the eastern portion of the site as now defined). The gravel
mining operations were now threatening to damage a portion of the site to the west of a local road and on an adjoining property. MHT staff and volunteers
excavated at the site with the land owner’s permission to gain data sufficient to support National Register nomination of the site.

The site was investigated by excavating seven 1 X 2 m test units, six of which were within an area some 11 X 10 m in extent (roughly 2% of the overall site)
and the seventh of which was some 85 m to the southwest. In addition, a controlled surface collection was conducted in 1982 to better define the limits of the
site area. Excavation proceeded in 10 cm arbitrary levels within natural strata. All soils were screened through hardware cloth. Features were identified and
marked by the presence of fire-cracked rock, charcoal, soil stains, and carbonized plant remains. Eight flotation samples were recovered during excavations,
six of which came from feature levels.

The test units revealed modern, wind-blown sand layers (Layers A and B) covering and protecting a buried prehistoric land surface (Layer C). The buried
midden extended 30 meters in an east to west direction and at least 30 meters in a north to south direction. The midden consisted of dark brown sandy soil
filled with charcoal, infrequent oyster shells, fire-cracked rock, carbonized plant and nut remains, and artifacts dating primarily to the Selby Bay phase of the
Middle Woodland period. Artifacts recovered from the midden included rhyolite knives, Mockley net-impressed and cord-marked sherds, and debitage.

The Selby Bay phase midden lay over top of 70 cm of Early Woodland through Late Archaic artifacts and features. Projectile points recovered from the buried
deposits included a Savannah River stemmed, a Lackawaxen Stemmed, a Piscataway, and a Vernon point. Two fire-cracked rock cluster features were found
along with one small pit feature which yielded carbonized nuts and seeds suggestive of fall-winter occupation of the site. Carbonized plant remains were
present in great frequency in the upper portion of this layer. The types of artifacts present varied with depth, with lithic preference changing from rhyolite to
quartzite to quartz with increased depth. Excavations had to be discontinued before sterile deposits were reached, and thus deposits may exist below the 1.7
meter level of excavated depth.

Artifacts recovered from the site during the 1981 excavations included 11 projectile points, 6 bifaces, 1 uniface, 7 utilized flakes, 296 other flakes, 224
chunk/shatter pieces, 2 grinding stones, 2 hammerstones, 398 pieces of fire-cracked rock, 4 Accokeek sherds, 142 Mockley sherds, 115 pieces of bone, 7
shell fragments, and 10 hickory nut hulls. Diagnostic projectile points include 1 Piscataway point, 1 Vernon point, 1 Lackawaxen point, 1 Savannah River, 1
Calvert, and 3 Selby Bay points. Additional materials were recovered through flotation. As mentioned above, 6 of the 8 flotation samples acquired came from
feature contexts. Floral materials recovered in the flotation samples include goosefoot (1 specimen), heather (6 specimens), coffee bean (1), spurge (6),
borage (2), Aizoaceae (3), amaranth (3), mint (10), Portulacaceae (8), pokeweed (2), bedstraw (3), buttercup/crowfoot (2), sedge (4), broomrape (2),
bladderwort (1), mustards (1), and unidentified seeds/nuts (300). These materials are not broken down into carbonized and non-carbonized specimens, so ho
ethnobotanical profile has been prepared for 18ANG65.

Controlled surface collection of the entire site was conducted the following year. Artifacts were found scattered across the entire cultivated portion of the
terrace with the highest density of artifacts found along the flat upper portion of the terrace. The presence of the buried midden and the low density of artifacts
on the southern sloping part of the terrace is attributed to post-occupation wind-blown deposition in this portion of the site. The high density of artifacts on the
flat portion of the terrace suggest that soils have been deflated and therefore in situ deposits are not as deep. However, distribution maps of the different
artifact classes reveal intrasite patterning of the artifact classes. This patterning is of value in interpreting research questions regarding site function and the
activities carried out there. Artifacts recovered during the surface collection in 1982 included 2,462 flakes, over 3,000 pieces of fire-cracked rock, and 199
Mockley sherds.
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Site Number: |18AN65 Site Name: |Ruf; Beck Northeast Prehistoric
Other name(s) |Se|lman Farm; Thompson Farm Historic [ ]
Brief [Middle Woodland shell midden, stratified Late Archaic - Early Woodland short-term camps Unknown []

T R U ST Description:

The Ruf site (18AN65) contains stratified archeological deposits of importance to understanding the evolution of American Indian society in the Middle
Atlantic. Investigations of the site from the 1930s onward have revealed artifacts dating from the early Late Archaic period through the Middle Woodland
period Selby Bay phase. The site has an intact buried Selby Bay phase midden layer. This midden lies on top of Early Woodland through Late Archaic
artifacts and features. The stratified deposits at the site extend to a depth of at least 1.7 meters below the surface. Controlled surface collection reveals that a
high density of artifacts extends over the site.

Due to extensive disturbance by topsoil removal on a large portion of the site (the western portion of the site excavated in the 1930s-1940s), only the
northeast portion of the site (excavated in the 1980s) remains. The Selby Bay phase midden remnant in this portion of the site is of regional research value as
the deposits in the western portion of the site served as the type collection for the definition of the Selby Bay phase. Shortly after the excavations of the
1980s, the site was listed on the National Register of Historic Places and the site was eventually acquired by Anne Arundel County as a means of preserving
it. It should be considered a significant archeological resource, capable of addressing numerous research questions related to Maryland prehistory. The site
appears to be well preserved and intact.

External Reference Codes (Library ID Numbers):

|00000494, 00006827, 00000490, Site Files



